: Application No. 10/826,651 

j Response to 6 October 2004 Non-Final Office Action 

I AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

| A detailed listing of all claims that arc, or were, in the present application, irrespective of 

whether the claim(s) remains under examination in the application are presented below. The 

I 

claims are presented in ascending order and each includes one status identifier. Those claims not 
j cancelled or withdrawn but amended by the current amendment utilize the following notations 

! for amendment: I) deleted matter is shown by strikcthrough (or six or more characters and 

j double brackets for five or less characters; and 2) added matter is shown by underlining. 

i 

j 

i 

i 

i 

j 1 . (Original) A vent for conveying air between a structure interior and the environment, 

i 

! ; ; comprising: 

II 

j; a top panel having an interior surface and a multiplicity of discrete top panel air passages 

[ providing for fluid communication between the structure interior and the environment; 

! : 

! . 

I I at least one vent part with a bottom surface and in a contacting relation with the interior 
| | surface of the top panel, the al least one vent part defining a plurality of discrete vent part air 
j| passages providing for fluid communication between the structure interior and the environment; 
jt and 

| a filter material secured to the bottom surface of the at least one vent part and to the top 

panel. 

2. (Original) Hie vent of claim I , in which the top panel comprises a weatherproof three-ply 
material. 
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3. (Original) The vent of claim 2, in which the three-ply material comprises a pair of outer 
plies and a series of cross walls disposed between the outer plies. 

4. (Currently Amended) The vent of claim 2, in which the three-ply material comprises a 
pair of outer plies and an intermediate ply disposed between the outer plies, the outer plies and 
the intermediate ply defining the plurality multiplicity of top panel air passages. 

5. (Original) The vent of claim 4, in which the intermediate ply is generally convoluted or 
fluted. 

6. (Original) The vent of claim 2, in which the at least one vent part comprises at least one 
layer, the at least one layer comprising the three-ply material 

7. (Original) The vent of claim 6, in which the three-ply material comprises a pair of outer 
plies and an intermediate ply disposed between the outer plies, the outer plies and the 
intermediate ply defining the plurality of vent part air passages. 

8. (Original) The vent of claim 6. in which the three-ply material comprises a pair of outer 
plies and a series of cross walls disposed between the outer plies. 

9. (Original) The vent of claim 1 , in which a plurality of spaced apart vent parts are present. 
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10. (Original) The vent of claim 9, in which at least one of the plurality of vent parts 
comprise?? a plurality of layers, each of the plurality of layers constructed from a weatherproof 
three-ply material. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The vent of claim 1, in which the top panel is characterized by a 
longitudinal axis and in which the multiplicity of top panel air passages and the multiplicity 
plurality of vent part air passages extend generally transversely or generally perpendicularly to 
the top panel longitudinal axis. 

1 2. (Original) The vent of claim 1 1 , in which the top panel comprises a route defined therein, 
the route generally parallel to the longitudinal axis. 

13. (Currently Amended) A vent comprising: 

a top panel having a bottom surface and a multiplicity of discrete top panel air passages; 

a vent part contacting the top pane) and having a bottom surface, an interior surface, and 
an exterior surface and formed from a three-ply material with a pair of outer plies and an 
intermediate ply disposed between the outer plies to define a multiplicity of discrete vent part air 
passages, each of the vent part air passages extending between the interior surface and the 
exterior surface; and 

an air permeable filter attached to the ve»# bottom surface of the top panel and 
positioned to filter air being conveyed through the top panel air passages or the vent air part, air 
passages. 
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1 4. (Currently Amended) A device for venting a structure, comprising: 

a top panel having an interior surface and comprising a multiplicity of discrete top panel 
air passages fluidtv co mmunicating an exterior of said device and an interior of said device : 

a plurality of vent parts, at least one of the vent parts contacting the top panel interior 
surface, each of the plurality of vent parts having a bottom surface, an interior edge and an 
exterior edge and comprising at least one layer of a three-ply material, the three-ply material 
having a pair of outer plies and an intermediate ply disposed between the outer plies so as to 
define a multiplicity of discrete vent part air passages, each of the multiplicity of vent part air 
passages exposed at one of the interior edges and one of the exterior edges; and 

a filtering material extending between the top panel and the bottom surface of one of the 
vent parts. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method of venting a structure with an interior ami with a vent 
placed over an opening in the structure, the vent comprising a top panel, at least one vent part, 
and an air permeable filter material, the top panel having an interior surface and a multiplicity of 
discrete top panel air passages, the at least one vent part having a bottom surface and contacting 
the top panel interior surface, the at least one vent part comprising a weatherproof material 
defining a multiplicity of discrete vent part air passages, the filter material secured «m«Mrf to the 
at least one vent part and to the interior surface of the top panel; the method comprising 
allowing air exchange between the structure interior and the environment via the top panel air 
passages, the vent part air passages, and the filter material. 
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j 1 6, (Currently Amended) A method of constructing a vent, comprising: 

contacting a vent part to a top panel, each of the top panel and the vent part comprising a 

| weatherproof material defining a multiplicity of discrete air passages; and 

| securing an air permeable filter material to an interior surface of the top panel and to the 

| vent part. 

j 17- (Original) The method of claim 16, in which the filter material is secured to a bottom 

| surface of the vent part. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 16, in which the contacted top panel and the contacted 
vent part comprises a weatherproof three ply-material defining the multiplicity of air passages. 

i 

j 
i 
j 
i 

| 19. (Currently Amended) JTie method of claim 18, in which the thrcc-ply material 

! 

j comprises a pair of outer plies and an intermediate ply disposed between the outer plies so as to 

i 

j 

define the m ultiplicities multiplicity of air passages. 

i 

\ 20. (Original) The method of claim 19, in which the intermediate ply is generally convoluted 

i 

i or generally fluted. 

j 

i 

i 

! 

; 
j 

Page 6 of 23 Pages 

I PAGE 7/26 " RCVD AT 1/3f2005 12:01:46 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO£FXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306 " CSK):6514374277 s DURATION (mm-ss):07-18 



Application No. 10/826,651 
Response to 6 October 2004 Non-Final Office Action 

21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18 ? in which the weatherproof material 
comprises a pair of outer plies and a series of cross walls disposed between the outer plies to 
define the multip l icities multiplicity of air passages. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 16, in which the vent part comprises a plurality of layers 
made from the weatherproof material. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 16, in which a route is defined in the top panel so as 
expose the air passages defined in the top panel. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 16, in which a plurality of vent parts are contacted to the 
top panel. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 16, further comprising securing the vent part to the top 
panel. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method of installing a vent, comprising disposing the vent over 
an opening in a roof of a structure, the vent comprising a top panel, a vent part, and a filter 
material, the top panel having an interior surface and a multiplicity of discrete top panel air 
passages providing for fluid communication between the structure interior and the environment, 
the vent part with a bottom surface and in a contacting relation with the interior surface of the top 
panel, the vent part comprising a material defining a plurality multiplicity of discrete vent pari 
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air passages providing for fluid communication between the structure interior and the 

environment, the filter material secured to the bottom surface of the vent part and to the top 

panel. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26. in which the top panel comprises a three-ply material. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27, in which the three-ply material 
comprises a pair of outer plies and an intermediate ply disposed between the outer plies, the 
outer plies and the intermediate ply defining the plurality multiplicity of top panel air passages. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 26, in which the top panel comprises a pair of outer plies 
and a series of cross walls disposed between the outer plies. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 28, in which the intermediate ply is 
generally convoluted or fluted. 

3 1 . (Original) The method of claim 27, in which the vent part comprises a plurality of layers, 
each of the plurality of layers comprising the three-ply material. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 31, in which the three-ply material comprises a pair of 
outer plies and an intermediate ply disposed between the outer plies to define the multiplicity of 
vent part air passages. 
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. 33. (Original) The method of claim 26, in which a plurality of opposed spaced apart vent 
j parts arc present. 

i 

i 

5 

j 34. (Original) The method of claim 33, in which one of the plurality of vent parts comprises a 

j plurality of layers- 

i 
j 

| 35. (Original) The method of claim 26, in which the top panel is characterized by a 

i 

| longitudinal axis and in which the multiplicity of top panel air passages and the multiplicity of 

i 

vent part air passages extend generally transversely or generally perpendicularly to the top panel 

i 

i longitudinal axis. 

i 

36. (Original) The method of claim 35, in which the top panel comprises a route, the route 
generally parallel to the longitudinal axis. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 26, further comprising securing the vent to the roof. 
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